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§ 0. INTRODUCTION

The main aim of this article is to make propaganda for [S1];
hence novelty is not the intention; there are many explana-
tions, definitions and theorems and few proofs. No pre-
vious knowledge of stability is required, but then you have to
take some statements on faith. We have in mind mainly those
who are interested in algebraically-minded model theory, ie.
in generic models, the class of e-closed (= existentially closed)
models and universal-homogeneous models rather than ele-
mentary classes and saturated models. So our main point is
that though stability theory was developed for the latter con-
text, almost everything goes through in the wider context
(with suitable changes in the definitions). We also examine

some specific algebraic theories (‘). An exact list of the theo-
rems from [S 1] which generalize or do not generalize, will be
included in the Ph. D. thesis of M. Abramsky.

At this stage I will define stability theory as an attempt to
give a classification of, and structure/non-structure theorems
for elementary classes, and other related classes. An ideal
struciure theorem is a characterization (up to isomorphism) of

{*) 1 would like to thank Paul HenrArD for his hospitality and for his
endless efforts to organize the conference. 1 thank also Maxowskl WILKIE,
Hopges, CHERLIN and Makowsxi again, for writing notes on my lectures,
on which this paper is based.

This research has been partially supported by the Israel Academy
of Sciences.

() It seems that we get new information on the number of modules over
a fixed ring (see 8.7).
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